
Homily for 33rd Sunday, November 13, 2022 

Over the course of years many of us have enjoyed reading the popular comic strip, “Peanuts” in our local newspaper. 

Featured in the strip are the characters Charlie Brown, Lucy, her brother Linus and Charlie Brown’s dog, Snoopy, not to 

mention, all the other memorable characters. In view of the reading for today, I’d like to share with you one of the 

entries. 

(First frame) Know-it-all Lucy says to Charlie Brown, “I don’t worry about the world coming to an end any more”. 

(Second frame) “The way I figure it, the world cannot come to an end today, because it is already tomorrow in some 

other part of the world” 

(Third frame) Lucy turns and asks Charlie Brown, “Isn’t that a comforting theory?” 

(Final frame) Lucy is smiling but Charlie Brown with a sad face mutters, “I’ve never been so comforted in all my life”. 

Just the very thought of the world’s end is enough to sadden a young boy prone to intermittent bouts of melancholy. 

In the reading from the Book of the prophet Malachi, the last of the Old Testament prophets, he prophesies about the 

end of the world. 

In the gospel Jesus speaks of the world’s last day. 

 In our day the world’s end is not a popular topic for conversations among Catholics. You are far more likely to hear 

conversations about politics and sports. Ironically, the secular unbelieving world appears to be obsessed with the end of 

the world and offer us some frightening scenarios on how it will happen.  

We hear of the perils of global warming, overpopulation, nuclear war, environmental catastrophes, pandemics, the 

fading away of the universe, and the possibility of a giant meteor crashing into the earth sometime in the distant future. 

Since many in our secular enclaves have no faith in the life hereafter, they are understandably preoccupied with our 

world’s future. As stewards of God’s creation, that must be true of Christians as well. But everything in this life 

eventually passes away. Only heaven is eternal. 

Even cartoonists have a field day with the end of the world prophecies. In one cartoon featured in the “The New Yorker” 

magazine, a man sees news suddenly breaking on CNN, the cable news network. A moment later words appear on the 

screen that read: “End of the world in sixty seconds”. On the other side of the street a sign in front of a store that reads, 

“Last minute gifts”. 

Jesus calms the fears of his disciples. He appeals to them not to be terrified of what will transpire in the future.  

How do we face adversity? “Stand firm” is Jesus’ reply. And Jesus gives his disciples two reasons: 

!) He will give them a wisdom that no one can refuse---- a wisdom that comes from above, from the Holy Spirit. Their 

individual future and ours lies in God’s hands, not from the forces of evil, hatred and fear; and second, 

By our endurance, patience and perseverance, we will save our souls. 

 Our focus must always be on Christ. 

In all likelihood, we will not live long enough to see the world’s last day. One could say the same for our loved ones who 

have passed away. 

But one thing is certain. In the words of Benjamin Franklin, “In this world nothing can be said to be certain except death 

and taxes”. 

Each and every one of us will die. The day of our death is known to God alone. It is then that our personal world, the 

world that we know well, will come to an end.  Jesus awaits us. 

Saint Charles Borromeo, a sixteenth century bishop and scholar, was playing a game of billiards one afternoon when a 

stranger approached him. He asked, “Bishop what would you do if you suddenly learned that the world is ending 

tomorrow?  The bishop’s immediate, unexpected reply was, “I’d resume playing the game”. 

He had no fear of the end of the world. His advice: just remain steadfast in living the Catholic faith. 

The saints in our midst continue to follow his advice and imitate his example. 


